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Looking for that bleſſed Hope, and 

, the glorious Appearance of the 


great God, and our Saviour Je- 1 
ſus Chriſt. W 


| „ Gens Apoſtle in the oth Verſe of 
1 "bt this Chapter, had given Direction 
N 


to Servants to walk amidbly and 
A faithfully in their Stations; and ts 
Argument whereby he endeavour'd to perſuads 
them is, that by this Means they would adorn © 7 
the Doctrine of God our Saviour in all Things, 
er. 10. The Doctrine of the Goſpel is deſcłi??⸗?⸗.! 
bed, (1.) By the Denomination of it, The 2 
Grace of God. (a.) By the Bleſſed Tidings: it 
brings, or the chief Subject: Matter of it, Sal- 
vation. (3.) By the Manifeſtation of it, IT 
hath appeared to all Men, V. 11. 2. The De. 


Ctkrine of the Goſpel is ſummarily declared, 
A 2 | 5 1. In : ; | 
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I. In reference to this World; what to ſhun 


or. deny, vie. (1 -All Sins againſt the Firſt 


Table; Ungodlineſs. (2.) Againſt the Second 
Table; Worldly Luſts. 2. What to do, or 


how to live, in reſpect of our Selves, Sober- 


ly; our Brethren, Righteouſly ; God, Godly, 


Ver. I 7. 


IT. In reference to the World to come; 


to expect Eternal Salvation, and the Glori- 
ous Coming of Chriſt to Judgment, Looking 


7 or 3 '& e. | 


In which Words there is, 1. The Act, look- 
ing; 2. The Object, which is ſet down; 1. Em- 


phatically, That bleſſed Hope : By Hope is meant 


the Thing hoped, by an uſual Form of Speecli, 


that is, both Chriſt himſelf principally, as the 


Words next following expound ; as alſo what 


Him, Life, Salvation, Freedom from Sin and 


Miſery, Perfection of Glory, and Immortality. 
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This Hope is called a Bleſſed Hope; becauſe 


Chriſt our Hope is for ever Bleſſed in himſelf, 
and the Beſtower of all Bleſſing to his Church; 
and the Fruition of our Hope putteth us in Poſ- | 


ſeſſion of abſolute Bleſſedneſs. 


2dly, The Object of a Chriſtian Hope is ſer 


down. ſpecifically, The glorious Appearing of the 


great God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. In this 
there is the Perſon that muſt appear, and the 
Kind or Manner of his Appeafing, its glori? 


ous} 
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az4inſt the Socinians and Arians. 5 
ous; the Perſon who muſt appear, Jeſus Chriſt, 
deſcribed by a Name of Power, the Great Gad, | 
and a Name of Mercy, our Saviour. I ſhall 
| ſpeak to the firſt of theſe, the Name of his 
Power, the Great God: He is called the Great 
God, partly in Oppoſition to thoſe that are on- 
ly called Gods, the Vanities of the Gentiles: 
There are many that are called Gods, 1 Cor. 8. 
The and partly in Oppoſition to the Gods of 
' Man's making, Pil. 3. 19. and partly in Oppo- 
fition to theſe Repreſentative Gods, Magiſtrates, 
Who are called Gods, P/al..82. &. they reſemble 
God in their Power, and Soveraignty, and Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice, and large Opportunity 
of doing Good: But chicfly he is called the 
Great God, to {hew that he is not inferior to, 
» but equal in Might, Authority, and Power, 
with his Father; and therefore, P/a/. 47. 2. 
he is called a high Lord and Terrible, and a great 
King over all the Earth: That thele Titles be- 
long to Chriſt, the Effects of his Government 
following in the next Words declare. f 


Doctrine. That Jeſus Chriſt is the Great God 

equal in Power, Majeſty, and Glory to God 

the Father. This 1s a Point of high Concern- 

ment; ſo high, as whoſoever buildeth not 

upon this, buildeth upon the Sands. There 
needs no Apology to be made by me for diſ- 

courſing to you upon this Head; when 'tis ſo 

openly deny'd, and ſhamefully oppos'd by ſome” | 
of ne wh ſay that Jeſus Chriſt is only a = 
created, finite Being, tho? raigd to _— . | 
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& The Deity of Teſus Chriſt, aſſerted and proved, 


ſubordinate Authority over all other Crea- 


— 
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tures; and when it is thus, ſurely Love and 
Veneration to his Majeſty ſhould conſtrain us 
to oppoſe ſo great an Untruth, as well as In- 
dignity; for when denying Chriſt's Divinity 
is too common with others, for us to vindicate 
it we ſhould think it as neceſſary. 


I ſhall therefore prove that Jeſus Chriſt, is 


the moſt high God in the proper Senſe of the 


Mord, viz. A Being of Infinite Perfections, and 


not a Creature and Dfinite Being, who is only 
calld God on the account of his Eminent Digni- 


ty, and Authority over his Fellow Creatures, 
and then ſhall draw ſome Inferences : 


Firſt, J am to prove that, &c. And this I 


ſhall do by force of Arguments. 


1. He, to whom the Names, and Titles of 
the Supream God (or the infinitely perfect Be- 


ing) do truly and properly belong, he is truly 


God, or the molt high: But to Jeſus Chriſt, 


theſe Names and Titles do truly and properly 


belong ; therefore he is the great God, equal in 
Power, Majeſty and Glory, to the Father. 


Chrilt 1s called Jehovah, which is a Name alto- 


gether incommunicable to the Creatures ; no- 
ting his Erernal Eſſence, Rev. 1, 4. Grace be to 


jau, and peace, from him which is, and which was, 
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and which is to came; God himſelf makes himſelf {| 


known' to his, People by this Name, Exod. 3. 
x4. And Goa ſaid to Moſes, I am that I am, TRAN 
0G | | | 3- | 
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againſt the Socinians and Arians. 7 
$3. 18. Tat Men may know that thou whoſe Name 


» alone is Jehovah, art the moſt high over all the 


k 


a ; 


to Chriſt, Chap. 27. 7, 8, 9, 10. Verſes; and in 


Earth. Now, that this Name Jehovah is aſcrib- 
ed to Chriſt, 2ppears, Jerem. 23. 6. This is his 
Name whereby he ſhall be called, the Lord our Righ- 
teouſneſo, in the Hebrew and Margin of our Bible 
Jehovah Tſiakenu ; he that is our Righteouſneſs 
is Jehovah, the Son of God, and not the Father, 
who by his Righteouſneſs doth move the Fa- 


ther, to juſtifie us, /. 53. 11. By his Ruomledge 


all my righteous Servant juſtiſie many, for he ſhall 
Yy rag ] nm, jor be fo 


, bear their Iniquities; and not only is Jeſus Chriſt 


call'd ſo in this Place, but in many others alſo; 
as, /a. 40. 3. Prepare ye the way of the Lord, of 
Jehovah, which Mark expounds of Chriſt, Chap. 
1. 3. ſo Aach. 11.13. And the Lord ſaid to me, 
&c. Jebovah ſaid to me, which Matthew applyeth 


that Propherical Pſalm concerning Chriſt's Kings 
dom, P/a/m 97. Chriſt is fix times called Lord, 


? Je hovah 8. 


2. Chriſt is called the True God, 1 John 5. 


WP hap. 20. And we know that the Son of God is. 


come, and hath given us an underſtanding, that we 


may know him that is true, and we are in him that 


is true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, This is the 
true God, and Eternal Life; not a falſe God, 
but a true God; not an Impoſtor, as the Jens 


call him, nor a leſs Prophet than Mahomet, as. 


. 0 


{0 


the Tarks call him; nor a feigned God among 
the Gentiles, but the true God, and Eternal Life. 


Nor can theſe Words be made to point at any 


other, 
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$ The Deity of Jeſus Chriſt, aſſerted and proved, 

other, but Chriſt without training them, and 
putting on them; and to no other end, that I 
can ſee, but to favour Arianiſm, or countenance 
Socinianiſm; for the laſt Perſon John ſpoke of 
was Jeſus Chriſt ; and of him he goes on to ſay, 
This is the True God, Beſides, that theſe Words, 
This is the True God, muſt relate to the Son, 1s 
plain; becauſe the Father was ſaid to be the 
True God before, and hath given us underſtand- 
ing that we may know Him that is True; the 
true God, Verſe 29. as followeth in this Verſe, 
oppoſed to Idols, Verſe 21. Now to affirm the 
ſame of the Father again, would be to crowd a 
nauſeous Tautology into the Text. Beſides, it 
is here ſaid of the fame Perſon, that He is the 
True God, and Eternal Life, Now Eternal Life 
is thrice in this very Chapter attributed to ſe- 
ſus Chriſt, as the Author and Diſpenſer of it, 
11, 12,13. And this is the Record, that God bath 

given to us eternal Life: and this Life is in his 
Son, &c. If then Chriſt be meant by Eternal 
Life, he muſt alſo be meant by the True God, 
for they are ſpoken of together, when the Apo- 
ſtle ſays, This is the true God and eternal Life, 


3. Chriſt is called, God over all, Rom. 9. 5. 
Whoſe are the Fathers, and of whom as concerning 
the Fleſh Chriſt came, who is over all, God bleſ- 
fed for ever. Amen. Chriſt is over all; over 
Angels, over Saints, over Devils; Is not this 
a pregnant Proof for the Deity and Divinity 
of Jeſus Chriſt? He is bleſſed for evermore ; 
which is the conſtant Titte given to him who 
1 


i. a ä 


againſt the Socinians and Arians. 9 


is God, and to none but him. © Bluſh (ſaid 
one) “ for Shame, and be thou confounded 
« (oh wretched Miſcreant Arius!) when thou 


* heareſt Chriſt (by the Apoſtle) glorified 


« with the Title of God, in the Singular Num- 
6 ber, and with the Article He (the God, that 
« God) and yet denieſt his Divinity, who is over 
« all, (the or that) God bleſſed for ever, To 
avoid the Force of this Text, which fully proves 
the Divinity of Chriſt, our Adverſaries turn the 
Words into a Thankſgiving for Chriſt, and 
read them thus: Of whom Chriſt was, according 
to the Fliſh, God who is over all, be Bleſſed for 
ever, Bur this is a manifeſt Perverſion of the 


Senſe of the Apoitlc's Words, which was to 


ſhew, that according to the Fleſh he deſcend- 
ed from Abraham; but thar he had an other 


Nature which was not derived of Alraham, 


even a Divine Nature, according to which 
he was over all, God bleſſed for evermiore. 


4. In the Text Jeſus Chriſt is called the 
Great God: Our Adverfaries, to avoid the 
Force of this pregnant Proof of Chriſt's Divi- 
nity, ailert, that cheſe two Titles are given to 
different Subjects; the former, the Great Goa, 
belongs to the Father, and che litter to Chriſt; 


but that Jeſus Chriſt is ſaid to be the Great God, 


as well as our Saviour, will be plain to any 
that reads the Words ſeriouſly, and without 
Prepoſſeſſion of Judgment; elpecially if he 
compare this Verſe with Verle 10, and conſi- 


der the Context from thence ; where he will 
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hs 10 o The Deity of 70 us C briſt, aſſerted and proved, 
find that the Article is prefix'd before the 


Words (the Great God) without any Repeti- 
tion of it before the next Clauſe. Beſides, I 


challenge all the Adverſaries here, to produce 


one Inſtance where the Word «7T:pzr«z 1s ever 
apply'd to any but Jeſus Chriſt : For belides 
this Text, it is but Five Times that this Word 
is to be found in the New Teftament ; and in 
cach of them it is plain it is apply'd to our 
Saviour, 2 Theſſ. 2. 8. 1 Tim. 6. 14. 2 Tim, 1. 
10. 4. 1, 8. ſo that we can never, with any 
colour of Reaſon, apply to God the Father, 
who is not only never ſaid to appear, but ſaid 
expreſly to be Inviſible, 1 Tim. 6. 16. that is, 
never to have appear*d immediately to any : 
Therefore we are neceſſitated to explain this 
Word (Apfearing or Af pearance) of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and conſequently muſt believe that he is indeed 
the Great God, 


Argument 2, If the Divine Attributes or 
Properties do truly and properly belong to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, then he is truly and properly / 
Grcat God, equal to the Father. But the Di- 
vine Attributes or Properties do truly and pro- 
perly belong to Jeſus Chriſt ; therefore he is 
the Great God, equal to the Father. That the 
Divine Attributes or Properties belong to Je- 


ſus Chriſt, will appear from the follow ing Par- 
ticulars. 


Firſt, Eternity is an Attribute which is pro- 
per to God alone; and this belongs to . 
5 John 


a . 
— Sec —— 
ts the, at ado FY 99 
F 
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John 1. 1. In the beginning was the Word, &c. 
now if Chriſt was before the Creation, he 
muſt then needs be from all Eternity; for be- 


fore the Creation there was nothing but God, 


Chriſt was before the Creation, he was from 
everlaſting, from the beginning, Prov. 8. 23, 
24, 30. I was ſet up from everlaſting, from 
the beginning, or ever the Earth was, &c, elſe 
there was a Time when God was without a 
Son, and ſo he ſhould be no Father: Nay, elſe 
there wasa time when God was without his 


Glory, for Chrift is the brightneſs of his Father*s 


Glory, Heb. 1. 3. So in Rev, 1. 8. Chriſt ſpeak- 
ing of himſelf, ſays, I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning ana the ending, ſaith the Lord, which 


is, ana which was, and which is to come. Mark, 


Chriſt is the ſame before Time, in Time, and 
after Time. Now none can be Eternal, but 
God; but Chriſt is Eternal, and therefore he 
is God, and coeternal with his Father ; John 8. 
5, 8. Jeſus ſaid unto them, Verily, verily, I jay 
unto you, before Abraham was, I am; he doth 
not ſay, before Abraham was, I was, bur before 


Abraham was, I am, which is the proper Name 


of God. The Adverſaries of Chriſt's Divinity 
ſay, That before Abraham was, Chriſt was; that 
is, in God's Decree: and Fore-knowledge ; bur 
this may be ſaid of any other Perſon, as well 
as of Chriſt, that he was in the Fore-knows 
ledge of God before Abraham was born ; where- 
as, undoubtedly, Chriſt's Deſign in theſe Words 


was to give Himſelf ſome Preference before 


B 3 Abraham, 


_ 2 


againſt the Socinians and Arians. 11 


12 The Deity of Jeſas Chriſt, aſſerted and proved, 


Abrabam, which this Interpretation doth not in 
the leaſt do, 


_ 2aly, Again, is God the Father infinitely 
Immenſe, filling all Places? Jer. 24. 24. Am [ 
a God at hand, jaith the Lord, and not a God afar 
off ? Do not | fill Heaven and Earth, faith the 
Lord? Pſal. 139. 7, 8. Whither ſhall 1 zo from 
4% Spirit? Or whether ſhall I flee from thy Pre- 


ſence ? If I aſcend up into Heaven, thou art there; 


af I male my Bed in Hell, behold thou art there, 
This properly is attributed to Chriſt. Marth. 
28. 20. Lo I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the old; he is here, and there, and 
every where : As God, while he was on Earth 
by his bodily Preſence, he was at the ſame 
time in the Boſom of his Father, in regard of 
his Divine Preſence. John 3. 13. And no Man 
hath aſcended up into Heaven, but he that came 


down from Heaven, en the San of Man which is 


in Heaven. 


344%, Is God the Father Omnipotent ? Gen. 
17. 1. I am the Almighty Goa, ſo is Chrilt ; he 
is Almighty, Rev. 1. 8. the Almighty. Hence 
he is called, the Power of God, 1 Cor. 1. 24. 
The mighty God, Iſa. 9. 6. The Lord God of 
Heofis, Hol. 12. 5. He is the God of Power, Rev. 
19. 6. Halleluja; for the Lord God omnipotent 
reiguethb. This Power can over-power all Pow- 
er; Rev. 19. 14. 15. And the Armies which 
were in Heaven followed him upon white Horſes, 
clothed in fine Linnen, white and clean; and "ey 

| Wy 
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gainſt the Socinians and Aras. 13 


his Mouth goeth a ſharp Sword, that with it h> 
ſhould ſmite the Nations ; ana he [ball rule thei 
with a Roa of Iron. 


athly, Is God the Father Omaniſcient ? So is 
Chriſt jetus acknowledg'd to be by his prime 
Apoſtle, John 21. 17. "Lord, thou Kknoweſl all 
things, thou knoweſt that I lowe thee, Chriſt 
knoweth all things, as if he had but one thing 
to know. Jahn 4. 29. Come, ſee. 4 Man which 
told me all things that ever I aid : Is not this the 
Chrift ? What leſs than Omniſcience is aſcribed 
to him? John 2. 24, 25. Teſus did not commit 
bimſelf to then, bs he knew all Men, and need- 


ed not that any ſhould teſtiſie of Man : For he knew 
what was in Man. 


Argument 3. He to whom theſe Works, 
which none but God can affect, are attribu- 
ted, he 15 truly and properly God, or the molt 
High God : But theſe Works which none but. 
God can effect, are attributed to Chriſt Jeſus: 
Therefore he is the molt High God, equal 
to the Father, in Power, Majeſty and Glory, 
That the Works, which none. bur God can 
effect, are attributed ro Jeſus Chriſt, will aP- 
pear from the tollowing Particulars. 


Firſt, Creation is the proper Work of God, 
Gen. 1. 1. In the beginning God created the Heas 
ven and the Earth. ila. 48. 12. Hearken ants 
me, O Jacob, ana Ijrael my IDE I am. he, I ans 
the ff, f 440 am the laſt. My Hana alſo 455 

al 
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14 The Deity of Jeſus C briſt, aſſerted and provid, 


laid the Foundation of the Earth, and my Right 
Hand hath ſpanned the Heavens : When I call un- 
to them, they ſtand up together, Jer. 10.11, 12. 
This ſhall ye ſay unto them, The Gods that have 
not made the Heavens and the Earth, even they 
ſhall periſh from the Earth, and from under theſe 
Heavens, He hath made the Earth by his Power, 
he hath eſtabliſhed the World by his Wiſlom, and 
hath ſtretched out the Heavens by his Diſcretion. 
Chriſt made the Heaven and the Earth, John 
1. 1.2, 3. In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God, 
The ſame was in the beginning with God, All 
things were made by him; and without him was 
nor any thing made that was made, Againſt this 
the Arias except. Say they, It is not the 
Work of Creation which is there ſpoken of, 
but the Work of Renovation, or making his 
Church: But look into 1 Joh» 10. and you 
will ſee that it is the Work of Creation, and 
not of Renovation, which is there ſpoken of, 
He mas in the World, and the World was made by 
him, and the World knew bim not; that is, the 
Wicked knew him not ; therefore. we may ſce 
that it is not the Renovation of the Church 
that is ſpoken of there. So Coloſe 1. 16, By 
him were all things created, that are in Heaven, 
and that are in Earth, viſible and inviſible, whi- 
ther they be Thrones, or Dominions, or Principa: 
lities, or Powers : All things were created by him, 
and for him. Here the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the 
making of Angels, therefore it cannot be the 
Work of Renovation, for Renovation is pro- 
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the Word of his Power. 


15 
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againſt the Socinians and Arians. 


per to Men; for none are renovated, but ſuch 


as fell; but the elect Angels fell not away, and 


ſo needed no Renovation. Therefore it muſt 


be the Work of Creation. 


2dly, Preſervation, which is a Work equiva- 
lent to Creation ; this is the proper Work of 
God, Nehem. 9. 6. Thou, even thou, art Lord 
alone, thou haſt made Heaven, the Heaven of Hea- 
dens, with all their Hoſt, the Earth and all things 
that are therein, the Seas and all that is therein, 
and thou preſerveſt them all, and the Hoſt of Hea- 
den worſhippeth thee, Chriſt is the Preſerver of 
all things, Col. 1. 17. And he is before all things, 
and by him all things conſiſt. Heb. 1. 3. Who is 
the brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and the expreſs 
Image of his Perſon, and as, bolding all things by 


3aly, Forgiving of Sins: He that can for- 
give Sins, muſt be God; but Chriſt can for- 
give Sins: Therefore Chriſt is God. That he 
had Power to do this, was manifeſted by his 
Favour to the Paralytick, Mark 2. 5. When Je- 


ſus ſaw their Faith, he ſaid unto the ſick Man of 


the Palſie, Son, thy Sins be forgiven thee ; againſt 
which rhe Scribes immediately excepted, as a 
bold Affront to God's Majeſty, and a daring 
Incroachment on his Prerogative : So the fol- 
lowing Queſtion they put plainly intimates ; . 
Verſ. 7. Why aoth this Man thus ſpeak Blaſphe- 
mies? Who can forgive Sins but God only? From 
which Interrogatory of theirs, we may con- 


clude 
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clude, That it was then the avow'd Opinion 
of the Only True Church that for a long time 


had been in the World, That God only could 


forgive Sins; and very good Reaſon there is 
for it, for all Sin is committed againſt God 
chiefly, and who has, or can have Right, Pow- 
er, or even juſt Pretence to forgive Indigni- 


ties, but he that ſuſtained them, or ſuffered 


by them? So that had not Chriſt been God, 
upon whom Sins chiefly terminate, his forgi- 
ving them mult have been aa irregular Act, 
for which he could not have fairly anſwer'd : 
But Chriſt fairly anſwer'd for what he did, 


Matt h. 9.6. But that ye may know that the Son 


of Man bath Power on Earth to forgive Sins, 
(then faith he to the ſick Man of the Palſie 
Hriſe, take up thy Bed, and go into thine Houſe : 
Meaning, thar he had Power to forgive Sin, of 
his own Right and Ability, as God ; as it he 
would ſay, when he faid to the ſick Man, I 


fay unto thee, Ariſe, &c. acknowledge me to be 


the true God. 


, 4thly, He that works Miracles by his own 
Power, is God; but Chriſt wrought Miracles 
by his own Power : Therefore he is God. 
Now that Miracles are God's only Preroga- 
tive, appears 'P/al. 78, —— 1. 7. That Chriſt 


wrought Miracles, where, and when he plea- 
ſed, appears in very many Inſtances. He rais'd 
up his own dead Body, John 2. 19,—21. Je- 
furs anſwered and ſaid unto them, Deſtroy this 
89 | Temple, 


againſt the Sociniaas and Arians. 17 
E Temple, and in three Days I will raiſe it up. 
Then ſaid the Jews, Forty and ſix Years was this 
Temple in building, and will thou rear it up in 
three Days? But he ſpake of the Temple vf his 
Body. Chriſt told the Jews here, That he 


— — 


would give himſelf a corporal Reſurrection ; 

and he alſo ſeems to inſinuate this, when 
a ſpeaking of his Life he faith, John 10.18. I 
| have Power to lay it down, and I have Pomer to 
zake it again. He gave a Reſurrection alſo to 

others, * oa 11. 43, 44. Azd when he had thus 
| ſpoken, e criea with a loud 4 ice, Lazarus com: 
| forth ; and he that was dead caine forth, bound 
| Hand and Foot with Grave-cloath;, That Chriſt 
did raiſe is evident; that Chriſt will raiſe us 
| is evident, John 6. 40. And this is the Will of 
him that ſent me, that every one which ſeeth the 
| Son, and beiieveth on him, may have everlaſting 

Life; and I will raiſe him up at the laſt Day. 
Yea, he wrought Miracles by his own Power 
and Virtue, Mark 4. 39. And he aroſe and re- 
buked the Wind, and ſaid unto the Sta, Peace, be 
| fill; and the Wind ceaſed, and there was a great 

Calm, Yea, Chriſt by his working Miracles 
was demonſtrated to be the Son of God, and 
equal with the Father, John 5. 18, 19. My 
\ -. Father worketh hitherto, and I work, Therefore 
| the Jews ſought the more to kill him, becauſe he 
if not only had broken the Sabbath, but ſaid alſo, that 
[ God was. his Father, making himſelf equal with 
lþ God, Then anſwered Jeſus, and ſaid unto them, 
6 Verily, werily, I ſay unto you, the Son can do no- 


| | 2 thing 
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thing of himſelf, but what he ſeeth the Father do: 
for what things ſoever he doth, theſe alſo doth the 
Son likewiſe. John 10. 37, 38. If I do not the 
Works of my Father, believe me not : but if I do, 
though ye believe nat me, believe the Worts; that 
ye may know and believe, that the Father is in me, 
and I in him. 


Argument 4. Divine Honour is due on N to 
God, Deut. 6. 13. Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy 
ca, and ſerve him, and ſhall ſwear by his Name. 
Inward and outward Service, which is abſo- 
lute, unlimited, and univerſal, is to be perfor- 
med only to God ; but this Honour is due to 
Chriſt, as he is the great Lord of all: There- 
fore he is God equal with the Fater. John 5. 
23. That all Men ſhould honour the Son, even 
as they honour the Father. He that honoareth 
wot the Son, honoureth not the Father which hath 
ſent him. Hence he is called, 1 Cor. 2. 8. The 
Lord of Glory. Now there be Three Honours 
due to God, and are given to Chrilt. 


1. Adoration. Heb. 1. 6. Aud let all the 
Angels of God worſhip him. Rev. 5. 12, 13, 14. 
Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, to receive 
Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, 
and Honour, aud Glory, and Bleſſing, &c. This 
belongs to God only, Matth. 4. to. Then ſaith 
"Jeſus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it i 
written, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and 
him only ſhalt thou ſerve, As if Chriſt had ſaid, 

| Satan, 
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Satan, thou art not God, therefore 1 muſt not 
worſhip thee to get all the World. And as 
Satan mult not, ſo Man muſt not be worſhip- 
ped, Acts 14. 13, 14. Then the Prieſt of Jupiter 
which was before their City, brought Oxen and G ar- 
lands to the Gates, and would have done Sac riſice 
with the People: Which when the Apoſtles Bar- 
| nabas and Paul heard of, they rent their Cloaths, 
43nd ran in among the People, crying out, aud ſaying, 
| Sirs, why da je theſe things? Wealſo are Men of like 
Paſhons with you, and preach to yeu, that ye ſpould 
turn from theſe Vanities unto the living God, 
And as Men muſt not, fo Angels muſt not be 
worſhipped, Rev. 22. 8, 9. And JI John ſav 
theſe things, and heard them. And when I had 
| heard ana ſeen, I fell domn to worſh:p before the 
| Feet of the Angel, which ſhewed we theſe things. 
Then ſaith he unto me, See thou do it not; for 1 
| am thy Fellow-ſervant, and of thy Brethren the 
Propbets, and of them which keep the ſayings of this 
| Bool, worſhip God. | 


2. Its an Honour peculiar to God to be the | 
| Object of Religious Truſt and Confidence; but 
Chrift is the Objaft of Religious Truſt and 
| Confidence: Therefore he is true God, equal 
with the Father. John 14. 1. Ie believe in God, 
| believe alſo in me. I he Perſon of Chriſt is the 

Object of Faith, Rom. 3. 26. To declare, I ſay, at 
lis time his Righteouſneſs ; that he might be juſt, 
| aud the juſtifier of him which believeth in Jeſas. 
| 
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Mm % z. The High God alone is the object of 
| Religious Invocation, Pſalm 50. 15. And call 
A upon me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, 
| and thou ſpalt glorifie me; and they are Idolaters 
who call on them that are no Gods. Gal. 4. 8. 
1 Vea, Religious Invocation is God's Glory which 
14 he will give to none other, J. 42. 8. but it 
1 is given to Chriſt, As 7. 59. And they ſtoned 
| Stephen, calling upon God, and ſezing. Lora Jeſus 
receive my Spirit, Acts 9. 14. And here he hath 
it Anthority from the chief Prieſts, to bind all that 
; call on thy Name, Therefore he is the True 
| God. 


| The Second Thing propos'd, was to draw 
„ ſome Inferences: 


Firſt, Let us beware of Hereſies. I won- 
der that of all the old Errors, ſwept down in- 

to this latter Age, as into a Sink of time, this 
[ | of the Socinians and Arians, {ſhould be held 
F| forth among the reſt : Let us beware of their 
Bt Dectrines, ſkun their Meetings, and Perſonas, 
i that come to us with the denyal of the Divi- 
[! nity of Jeſus Chriſt in their Mouths, 2 Epiſtle 
of John 10. 11. Verſe, IfWhere come any, and {| 
bring not this Doctrine, receive him not into your 
Houſe, neither bid him Goa-ſpeca ; for he that 
bidaeth him God-ſpeed, is a partaker of his evil 
Deeds. Whatghis Doctrine was, ye may ſee to 
be the DotQtrine of Chriſt's Divinity. 


2aly, 


3 
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2aly, That God's Love and Good-Will to 
Mankind was very great ; that Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhould come from Heaven to take our Nature, 
that we may be Partakers of the Divine Na- 
ture. Men ſhew Love when they have ano. 
ther's Picture about their Necks. What Love 
did Chriſt ſhow, when he took our Nature ? 
To ſee the Great God in the form of a Ser- 
vant, hanging upon the Croſs, this is wonder- 
ful Condeſcention. Chriſt's Incarnation was a 
glorious Contrivance, 1 Tim. 3. 16. and with- 
out Controverſy, Great is the Myſtery of God- 
lineſs : God was manifeſted in the 22 jaſtiſied 
in the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed on in the World, receiv'd up 
into Glory, If God had not revealed it, it 
would have been Blaſphemy for us to have 
thought of it: Angels ſtoop to lee it, the Pro- 
phets ſtudied it again, how ſhould the Saints 


= 


admire 1t. 


3dly, Reverence him; this is what God ex- 
pects from us, Matth. 21.37. But laſt of all be 
ſent unto them his Son, ſaying, they will reverence 
m Son. Nay, this is what we are exhorted to 
do, Pſal. 2. 12. Miß the Son leſt he be angry, 
and ye periſh from the Way, when his Wrath is 
kinaled but 4 little, Kiſs Chrift, the Great God, 
with a three-fold Kiſs. Kiſs him, 


Firſt, With a Kiſs of Faith: This is indeed 
to kiſs him when we believe in him. So it 
Fe. - PE, FE PC YE RIC; . follows, 
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follows, Bleſſed are they that put their Truſt 10 
Bim. | 


24ly, With a Kiſs of Love. Indeed Jeſus 


Chriſt is the Wonder of Beauty ; he is _— 


but Love. 1 John 4. 8. God is Love. Chri 


hath that Majeſty in him which may draw Re- 


verence; and he hath that Reverence which 
may draw Love to him. See that your Love 
to him be ſincere : Kiſs him not with a Jad 
Kifs, to betray him; but love him fincerely ; 
his Perſon more than his Jewels. And as you 
are to love him ſincerely, ſo ſuperlatively, Marr, 
10. 37. He that loveth Father or Mother more 


than me, ( faith Chriſt) 7s not worthy of me. 


zalh, With a Kiſs of Obedience, This is to 
ifs Chrift, when we ſubmit to him; then we 
obey his Laws, when we are under his Jurif. 
diction. O kiſs the Son with a Kiſs of Subje- 
Zion. Subject your ſelves wholly to him, for 


he hath an immediate and dire& Power over 


you: He hath it eſſentially of himſelf, as he is 
One with the Father, John 10. 30. J and the 
Facher are one. And he (hath it by Communi- 
cation and Delegation, as he is Mediator be- 
tween Cod and Man. Phil. 2. 9, 10, Where- 
fore God hath alſo highly exalted him, and gi: 
ven him a Name which is above every Name; 
that at the Name of jeſs (or thro? the Name 
of Jeſus, 1. e. the Power and Authority of Je- 
ſus) every Knee ſpall bow, &c. i. e. that all ſhould 
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be ſubject to him, not only Bodies, but Souls „ 
alſo, and all created Spirits ſhould be ſubject 
to him. There are many in the World who 
give Chriſt a complemental Kiſs; they ſeem 
Devout and Zealoue, they bow and cringe ; 0 
but they don't obey the Son, They kiſs Chriſt 
as a Saviour, but they will not ſubmit to him 
as a Prince: But whoever refuſe to ſubject to 
Chriſt, as a Prince, are Rebels, and Diſpiſers 
of him, and accordingly he will deal with 
them, he will treat them as Rebels, and Dil. 
+ Piſers of his Power and Authority: For he ſhall 
Reign till he has made his Exemies his Footffool, 
Pſal. 110. 1. Luke 19. 27. But thoſe mine Ene- 
mies which would not that I ſhould reign over them, 
bring hither, and ſlay them before me, Rev. 19. 11, 
12, 13, 14, 15. I conclude with theſe Words of 
the Apoſtle, Colo. 2. 6, 7, Verſes, As ye have 
therefore received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk 
je in him. Rooted and built up in him, and ſta- 
Vliſbed in the Faith, as ye have been taught, abound- 
ing therein with Thankſeiving, 


. 9 ee eee 


> 


AE b 


. 
3 7 
» 
\ . 
R * ; 
" # 
4 
* 
* 
. 
* 
- 
8 - 
— 
Dr * 
2 2 2 PEI Tn 7 - -_— — — r 
22 — — ty * «„ oa * 222 GC - — * 
- * — 
— 2 2 — 


e 7 1 * 10 1 
- ——— * — — = wy bs 4 4 1 
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